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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BANDA ANNOUNCES NEW ELECTIONS 

REF: LILONGWE A-8 

1 . ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SPECIFY THE EXACT DATE, PRESIDENT 
BANDA INFORMED THE CLOSING SESSION OF PARLIAMENT MARCH 23 
THAT NATIONWIDE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS WOULD BE CON- 
DUCTED SOMETIME AFTER MID-MAY. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE INDEPENDENCE IN 1964 THAT (A) THE ENTIRE ELECTORATE 
WILL PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONWIDE ELECTION AND (B ) AN 
ELECTION WILL BE CONDUCTED BY SECRET BALLOT. IN 1961, 
HOWEVER, THERE HAD BEEN AN ELECTION BY SECRET BALLOT 

IN WHICH THE ENTIRE ELECTORATE TOOK PART. 

2. ACCORDING TO PERMSEC MKANDAWIRE OF MINISTRY OF 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, THE USUAL PROCEDURE WILL BE FOLLOWED 
FOR NOMINATING THREE TO FIVE CANDIDATES FROM EACH 
CONSTITUTENCY, NAMELY, THAT A COMMITTEE COMPRISED OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LOCAL PARTY OFFICIALS, LOCAL TOWN AND DISTRICT 
COUNCILLORS AND LOCAL CHIEFS WILL CHOOSE THE THREE 
TO FIVE CANDIDATES. BANDA'S SPEECH IMPLIES THAT ALL 
CANDIDATES MUST FIRST BE APPROVED BY HIM, THEN THE 
VOTERS WILL SELECT ONE FROM THAT GROUP. IN PREVIOUS 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ( THE LAST WAS 1976), THE 
THREE TO FIVE NOMINEES WERE SUBMITTED TO BANDA AND 
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HE SELECTED THE WINNER. 

3. COMMENT: WE EXPECT THAT THE ELECTION WILL TAKE 
PLACE IN MID- JUNE SINCE BANDA SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT 
DISSOLVE PARLIAMENT UNTIL AFTER KAMUZU DAY MAY 14 AND 
THE NEW PARLIAMENT WILL HAVE ITS FIRST SESSION (AS 
USUAL) IN LATE JULY. 

4. BANDA MAY BE ATTEMPTING TO IMPROVE HIS INTER- 
NATIONAL IMAGE BY HAVING UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND A 
SECRET BALLOT. AT THE CLOSING PARLIAMENTARY 
BUDGETRY SESSION, HE WAS RATHER GLIB IN REFERRING 
TO HIS "DICTATORSHIP" AS IT IS REFERRED TO BY NEARBY 
COUNTRIES. HE IS ALSO DISPLAYING AN ADDED MEASURE 
OF SELF-CONFIDENCE. WHICH, IN ADDITION TO THE OBVIOUS 
SELF SATISFACTION VERY MUCH IN EVIDENCE AT THIS SESSION, 
UNDOUBTEDLY REFLECTS THE COUNTRY'S IMPROVED ECONOMIC 
SITUATION AS COMPARED TO A YEAR AGO. 

STEVENSON 
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